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INTRODUCTION

DraftSight™ is widely used in architecture, engineering, manufacturing, 
and other fields where 2D CAD work needs to be fast and accurate. 
Whether you're just getting started or already using DraftSight daily, 
there’s always room to make your workflow easier and faster.

This guide offers straightforward tips to help you get more done with 
fewer clicks. From customizing the interface to managing layers and 
using advanced tools, each section shares how to make common tasks 
quicker and easier. These tips will help you save time, avoid repetition, 
and keep projects moving.
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DWG

TIP 1 - GETTING THE MOST OUT OF 
DRAFTSIGHT’S COMPATIBILITY

One of DraftSight's strongest advantages is how it handles DWG 
files. You can open, edit, and save files across different CAD 
platforms without losing data or formatting, which is essential when 
collaborating with clients or teams using other tools.

DraftSight also gives you more control when saving files. The 
SAVEAS command offers a long list of file format options, including 
the ability to save drawings all the way back to AutoCAD® Release 
12 format. This level of backward compatibility is rare, and especially 
useful if you are working with older archives or clients using  
legacy systems.

In some cases, DraftSight can even recover DWG files that AutoCAD 
has trouble opening. If you’re dealing with a corrupt or problematic 
file, it’s worth trying it in DraftSight before giving up.
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TIP 2 - CUSTOMIZING THE DRAFTSIGHT 
INTERFACE

One of the fastest ways to work more efficiently in DraftSight is to 
customize the interface to match how you work. Whether you’re 
in the middle of a long drawing session or reviewing a project, 
setting up your workspace to fit your preferences can simplify 
your processes and cut down on repetitive steps. Start with display 
settings. You can switch between light and dark modes depending on 
what is easier on your eyes. Many users prefer a darker background 
for long hours, especially in low-light environments. Another small 
but useful change is modifying your cursor. Changing it to a full 
crosshair gives you better alignment feedback and helps reduce small  
drafting errors.

Tool palettes are another area where customization pays off. You 
can organize them based on the tasks you do most often, keeping 
key drafting tools front and center in one workspace, and setting up 
a different layout when you are focused on annotation or cleanup 
work. Over time, these adjustments save clicks and keep your focus 
where it needs to be.
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TIP 3 - SAVING TIME WITH DYNAMIC AND 
CUSTOM BLOCKS

Dynamic and custom blocks can save a lot of time, especially 
when you are working with elements that appear repeatedly 
across projects. Instead of redrawing or copying items like doors, 
windows, or callouts, you can set them up once and reuse them with 
adjustments as needed.

Dynamic blocks let you build in flexibility, such as size changes or 
rotation, so you can use one block for multiple variations of the same 
object. This is especially useful when working on layouts that include 
a mix of similar components that just need minor changes.

When you need more control, you can convert dynamic blocks into 
custom blocks. This gives you the ability to fine-tune how they 
behave, which is helpful when working on specialized projects that 
require a bit more detail or customization. Once set up, these blocks 
reduce repetition, help maintain consistency across drawings, and 
make it easier to manage updates down the line.
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TIP 4 - CLEANING UP DRAWINGS WITH 
POWERTRIM

The POWERTRIM tool is one of the most efficient ways to clean 
up your drawings in DraftSight. It speeds up the editing process by 
letting you remove extra geometry without the usual step-by-step 
trimming process. Instead of selecting specific objects or defining 
trim boundaries in advance, you can simply click and drag across 
anything you want to cut.

Using POWERTRIM is straightforward. Just activate the tool and 
move your cursor across the lines you want to remove. The action 
is quick and precise, making it ideal for clearing out overlaps or 
stray segments as you draft. It is especially useful when working on 
complex drawings where cleanup needs to happen regularly.

Making POWERTRIM part of your regular workflow helps keep your 
files clean and easier to manage. It reduces visual clutter, simplifies 
editing later on, and ensures your drawings are in good shape when 
it’s time to share or print.
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TIP 5 - USING ADVANCED TOOLS FOR 
DRAWING AND CLEANUP

DraftSight includes several efficiency tools that help with repetitive 
tasks and cleaning up drawings. Two features worth knowing about 
are Mouse Gestures and the Discard Duplicates tool.

Mouse Gestures let you trigger commands with a quick directional 
drag of the mouse. Instead of moving away from your drawing to 
click a toolbar or type a command, you can keep your focus on the 
work and launch actions with a simple flick. This small adjustment can 
help reduce time spent navigating menus, especially for common 
commands you use dozens of times per session.

The Discard Duplicates tool simplifies cleanup. When working with 
imported files or drawings that have gone through multiple edits, it 
is easy for overlapping or duplicate entities to pile up. This tool scans 
your drawing and removes those extras, which not only cleans up the 
file visually, but also helps reduce file size and improve performance.

Both tools help cut down unnecessary steps. By using them 
regularly, you’ll simplify drafting and cleanup.
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TIP 6 - ORGANIZING DRAWINGS WITH 
LAYER TOOLS

When you work with detailed or multipart drawings, staying 
organized is essential, and layers are one of the most effective tools 
for managing that complexity. Whether you are dealing with floor 
plans, mechanical layouts, or electrical diagrams, a well-structured 
layer setup can make the difference between a smooth editing 
process and a frustrating one.

The Layers Manager in DraftSight gives you full control over each 
layer’s properties, including color, line weight, visibility, and locking. 
This makes it easier to isolate what you are working on without 
affecting the rest of the drawing. You can quickly turn layers on or 
off to simplify your view, or lock them to prevent accidental edits.

DraftSight also helps streamline layer assignments. When drawing, 
you can set up your environment to automatically place new entities 
on the correct layer based on the tool you are using. This reduces 
manual sorting and helps you stay consistent across the entire file.

For complex projects, filtering tools and layer-specific controls can 
keep things manageable. Focusing on one system or section at a 
time without disrupting the rest helps avoid mistakes and speeds up 
editing and review.

8

Tip 1 -  
Getting the Most Out of 
DraftSight’s Compatibility

Tip 2 -  
Customizing the DraftSight 
Interface

Tip 3 -  
Saving Time With Dynamic 
and Custom Blocks

Tip 4 -  
Cleaning up Drawings With 
POWERTRIM

Tip 5 -  
Using Advanced Tools for 
Drawing and Cleanup

Tip 6 -  
Organizing Drawings With  
Layer Tools

Tip 7 -  
Editing PDFs With Ease

Tip 8 -  
Switching Workspaces for 
Different Jobs

Tip 9 -  
Using Advanced Tools  
for Dimensioning

Tip 10 -  
Keep Improving With the 
Latest Features

INTRODUCTION

Final Notes



TIP 7 - EDITING PDFS WITH EASE

DraftSight makes it easier to work with existing documents by 
allowing you to import PDFs directly into your drawings. This is 
especially useful when you update old files, reference third-party 
plans, or integrate content from other sources.

You can bring PDFs into DraftSight as either underlays or editable 
linework. Underlays are great for tracing or aligning new elements 
to existing layouts, while importing as linework lets you modify 
geometry directly. This avoids the need to redraw entire plans just 
to make updates.

If the PDF includes text, you can make quick edits, such as updating 
labels or fixing notes, without redoing the full layout. Whether 
you're reviewing markups, cleaning up a scanned plan, or pulling 
in reference data, working with PDFs in DraftSight helps you move 
faster and keep your workflow focused.
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TIP 8 - SWITCHING WORKSPACES FOR 
DIFFERENT JOBS

DraftSight lets you set up different workspaces so your tools match 
the type of work you are doing, which is helpful when switching 
between tasks like drafting, detailing, or reviewing.

For example, when you are laying out a mechanical part, you will 
want drawing and modification tools front and center. But if you 
switch to markups or check dimensions on architectural plans, it 
helps to have annotation tools and layer controls in easier reach. 
Instead of digging through menus or reconfiguring panels each time, 
you can switch to a workspace already set up for the type of work 
you want to do.

Workspaces can also help maintain consistency when switching jobs 
or collaborating with others. You can create and save custom setups 
tailored to specific project types or client standards.

The more your workspace reflects your work, the less time you 
spend adjusting settings and the more time you have to focus  
on drawing.
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TIP 9 - USING ADVANCED TOOLS FOR 
DIMENSIONING

Accurate dimensioning is a vital component of CAD design, and 
DraftSight offers three distinct dimensioning styles to cater to 
various needs and preferences. 

Traditional Dimensioning allows users to manually select the type 
of dimension from the Dimension pull-down menu on the ribbon, 
providing full control over the process. 

Smart Dimensioning, on the other hand, streamlines workflows by 
automatically determining the most appropriate dimension type 
based on the selected entity, reducing the steps required. 

For more complex projects, DraftSight’s AutoDimension feature 
excels by automating the dimensioning process, saving time while 
ensuring precision. This tool minimizes user input without sacrificing 
accuracy, making it valuable for intricate drawings with multiple 
dimensions. Together, these advanced tools empower DraftSight 
users to achieve efficient, high-quality results in their CAD designs.
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TIP 10 - KEEP IMPROVING WITH THE 
LATEST FEATURES

DraftSight continues to evolve with new tools and improvements 
in each release. Keeping up with these changes can help you work 
efficiently and get more out of the software over time. Whether it 
is a small interface tweak or a completely new feature, even minor 
updates can offer practical benefits in day-to-day use.

One way to stay current is by checking in on release notes or 
exploring what is new after each update. If something looks useful, 
take a few minutes to try it out. It might replace a workaround you 
have been using for years. Training sessions, webinars, and how-to 
videos are also worth exploring, especially when you are looking to 
solve a specific problem or pick up a new workflow.

DraftSight’s user community, forums, and discussion groups often 
surface tips you won’t find in the help files. Tapping into that shared 
knowledge helps you stay productive and avoid getting stuck.

The more you learn about DraftSight’s latest tools and features, the 
better equipped you’ll be to handle your next project.
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Dassault Systèmes is a catalyst for human progress. Since 1981, the company 
has pioneered virtual worlds to improve real life for consumers, patients and 
citizens.
With Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, 370,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, can 
collaborate, imagine and create sustainable innovations that drive meaningful impact. 

For more information, visit: www.3ds.com

Europe/Middle East/Africa
Dassault Systèmes
10, rue Marcel Dassault
CS 40501
78946 Vélizy-Villacoublay Cedex
France

Americas
Dassault Systèmes
175 Wyman Street
Waltham, Massachusetts
02451-1223
USA

Asia-Pacific
Dassault Systèmes
17F, Foxconn Building,
No. 1366, Lujiazui Ring Road
Pilot Free Trade Zone, Shanghai 200120
China

FINAL NOTES

The tips in this guide are meant to help you get more done with less 
effort, whether you are adjusting your workspace, using smarter 
tools for cleanup, or setting up shortcuts that cut down on repetitive 
tasks. These small changes, when put into practice, can lead to a 
smoother, more efficient drafting process.

If you haven’t explored all of DraftSight’s features yet, it is worth 
taking a closer look. The built-in tutorials, online help, and community 
forums are solid starting points for finding answers and picking up 
new techniques.

The more familiar you are with what DraftSight can do, the more 
confident and efficient you’ll be in handling your next project.
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